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On a lovely fresh Sunday
afternoon we met up with
the artist Jessica Cooper
in her cosy light filled
studio based in the Newlyn
School of Art, as Jessica
explained she struggled to
work from her home based
studio and decided to take
up a residency at Newlyn.
We could see why this
space would appeal, high
ceilings and large sash
windows flood the studio
with light and provide
Jessica with a fantastic
working environment.
Jessica who recently
came out of what she calls
teaching retirement to offer
her skills and knowledge to
eager students at the school
was not particularly looking
for a new studio but was
easily persuaded after she
walked into the room. As
the artist explained it has
opened up the opportunity
to work to a larger scale
now as space was previously
limited to her, and although
not directly influencing her
work has allowed her the
sense of going to work and
being able to switch into
a creative frame of mind.
She aims to be in the
studio at least three days
a week which means she can
then devote the other days
to catching up with the
business of being an artist
and other projects that
might come along.
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Jessica has had a very busy
year with work exhibited
across Devon and Cornwall
with the most recent being
a show called Good Enough To
Eat, which is installed in St
Enodoc Hotel, Rock. The body
of work was inspired by
dishes cooked by the master
chef Nathan Law. As with the
presentation of his dishes,
Jessica’s work has a similar
sense of space working with
multiple layers. In many
cases the space that
surrounds both creatives
work is as important as
what can immediately be
seen. The show provided

her with a deliberate focus
which she finds helps push
her work.
The exhibition runs
throughout the majority
of December until the
hotel closes for a New
Year break.
The artist explained that
she is looking forward to
the festive period which
will be a well deserved
break from which she can
launch herself into 2014
working towards a show
at The Belgrave St Ives in
June and later in the year
at Edgar Modern, Bath.

Although she is excited
about both of the shows
and cracking on with a new
body of work, she has yet
to decide what the theme
will be and prefers to
work to a set idea.
Having a brief is something
Jessica enjoys, she has
collaborated with the Tate
over the years turning her
images into designs
specifically for items
such as mugs which can be
purchased in the galleries.
She explained that part of
the appeal is how much the
gallery gets behind and
supports their artists.

Jessica who studied at
Falmouth University and
Goldsmiths learnt to be an
independent artist mostly
through the hardness of
Goldsmiths and the
challenges presented to
her. This coupled with
being out of Cornwall for
the first time having grown
up on the coast with a
beautiful Brittany style
garden cultivated by her
dad, it must have been a
real eye opener.
The artist prefers to
draw from life and doesn’t
work with still lifes and
produces endless notes and
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sketchbooks to draw on for reference.
For her show earlier in the year at Kestle
Barton she drew and studied from the well
stocked gardens there bringing the
outside into the exhibition space.
Jessica and her husband are regular
surfers, although this does not have a
direct influence on her work, it provides
a chance to clear her head space from
personal and world issues.
Discussing her work more in depth she
explained that the art is full of hidden
darkness that is masked by the soft
colours and minimal compositions, which
certainly means we will be looking at her
work with fresh eyes. The teaching work
she is undertaking is very important to
her, wishing to share her knowledge with
people who are willing to pay to hear what
she has to say. Although the course she
is running at Newlyn School of Art will
be the same theme each of the six will be
different exploring techniques through
exercises, and as the artist explained
can often inspire her work to.
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